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Introduction: Tânisi kahkiyaw kitatamiskâtinâwâw.
Sakâw nîhiyawasinahikîwin, as a means of preservation, maintenance and revitalization of our Language in written form of Standard Roman Orthography (SRO) and cahkipîhikana (Syllabics) It is time we become literate in our own language, without it we lose our Identity, our history in stories,                                our knowledge of the land and who we are as Cree People of the Boreal Forest of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 
I felt the need to provide some assistance to our honorable Cree Language teachers across the province; specifically, in Northern Alberta. By providing some clarification, explanation and quick reference to our Grammar and structure of our Sakâw Cree y dialect. We Cree speakers are not used to listening to our own words when we speak, we just speak it knowing what we are saying, therefore that’s a skill within itself. When I was learning to read and write in SRO and in syllabics I had to learn the full terms, and not our fluent form, because both writing systems are based on the full Cree words which we are not used to saying as we condense everything and put several words together. It’s critical to be able to share our stories, knowledge and histories of our people, through our Elders and Language keepers in writing, as well as oral tradition.
 Dialects of Plains Cree Language.
 There are 5 different dialects of the Cree Language, namely the N, L, Y, TH and R. The focus will be on the Plains y dialect. Being a fluent Cree speaker from Northern Alberta, we all know that there are differences between the 5 dialects of Cree because of the dialect itself, however there are also significant differences between speakers of the same dialect. 
Respectfully, some of the differences include but not limited to animacy or in- animacy of words, the endings or suffixes of words, the meaning of certain words depending on the area that a person is from, and vocabulary may be different for specific nouns. 
This is what differentiates Plains Y  and Sakaw nîhiyawîwin also referred to as bush Cree, within the Y dialect.
 In general, all speakers in all 5 dialects can understand each other and have a conversation with each other in each other’s own dialectical difference. To clarify, I will show a couple common examples.
A comparison
	
Nouns
Plains Cree y dialect Fence: menikan
Sakâw Cree y Dialect Fence: wasakânikan
Plains Cree y dialect Tree: minâhîkos
Sakâw Cree y dialect Tree: mîtos

A Comparison of letter e and î
Plains Y: metawe-play
Sakâw Cree: mîtawî
Plains-Y: ehâ – yes
Sakâw Y : îhî - yes

Most of the differences are within the nouns not in the verbs, however the verb conjugations in Sakâw Cree are also slightly different, though the verb stem itself stays the same. The prefixes and suffixes change for Sakâw Cree verb paradigms, in the 3rd person singular and plural forms. This will be explored later in the Verb paradigm section.


tayiskôc:
 niwîminihkwân nipiy I am going to drink water Full form
 niwîm’nihkwân nipiy, I’m going to drink water Fluently said

nîhiyaw masinahikîwin Cree writing Full form
nîhiyawasinahikîwin Fluently said “Cree Writing”	

kaskitîwâw maskisin the shoe is black (black shoe) Full form
Kaskitîwaskisin black shoe fluent form 

wâpiskisow asikan white sock Full form
wâpiskasikan white sock fluent form

sôhki pimipahtâ run fast full form
sôhkipahtâ	run fast fluent form

kâya pimipahtâ do not run full form
kâyp,mpahtâ don’t run fluent form.

Pimohtî walk full form/ 
 p’mohtî walk fluent form
	

Fluent form vs Full form
Cree words looking at the verbs/nouns a comparison
	Full form
	Fluent form

	atawîwikamik
	atâw’w’kam’k

	nimaskisina
	n’mask’sina

	nitawi pimohtîtân
	nitaw’ p’mohtîtân

	kiskinohamâtowikamik
	k’skino’mâtôkam’k

	inohtî masinahikiyân
	nohtî masina’kiyân

	iwî nitaw mîcisoyân
	iwî n’taw mîc’soyân

	inohtî mîciyân wiyâs
	‘nohtî mîciyân wiyâs

	inohtî mowak kinosîw
	‘nohtî mowak kinosîw



Plains Y Writing system

The Plains y Dialect according to Dave Pentland, the (SRO): Standard Roman Orthography which is based on the Plains y Dialect syllabic system has been accepted as the standard in writing is used for writing Cree in the 3 Prairie Provinces.
The 10 consonants p,t,c,k,m,n,s,y,w, and h and the  7 vowels e,i,î,o,ô,a, are commonly used to write plains Cree.
Plains Cree Sound System

The sound of each consonant in the beginning of each word is heard clearly in the following examples:
Consonants
p: p/b sound
p: pehtikwe/pîhtikwe –come in
t: t/d sound
t: tânisi-hello/how are you
c: t/s sound (not ch) sound
c: cî- question marker
k: k/g sound
k: kiya-you

m,n,s,y,w and h, have same sound as the English Alphabet.

Vowels:
â: âhkamiyihta- keep trying
a: api-sit down

e: ehâ yes (as in the English sound ey in obey)

î: îhî yes
i: ikwa- and

ô: ôhô- owl
o: ohpî – jump



The vowel sounds do not change, a short vowel sounds the same as a long vowel except it is elongated, exaggerated sound as a short vowel sound,

[image: Syllabics and SRO: Two sides of the same coin – Cree Literacy Network]

Plains Cree syllabics like sakâw nîhiyawîn syllabics follow the same rules.The main difference is that sakâw nîhiyawîn does not have the letter “e” because sakâw nîhiyawîwin does not have that sound .

 Sakâw Cree Sound system

There is a difference between the Vowel “e” sound from Plains Cree sound system and Northern Alberta Sakâw Cree which is also Y dialect. The “e” sound in the Plains y has a distinct sound like “ey” in the word obey for this reason this sound is not heard in Sakâw Cree spoken by fluent speakers in Northern Alberta though we completely understand each other when speaking to plains Cree speakers.
Sakâw Cree speakers use the î sound rather than the “e” sound; therefore, for the sole purpose and focus on Sakâw Cree I will not use the “e” and eliminate it from the sound system. Hence, Sakâw nîhiyawîn is like a Plains Y sub-dialect.

Presentation

 In syllabics each consonant vowel pair/blend creates 1 sound per symbol. Likewise, SRO is directly from syllabics but in letters that are created by combining a consonant with a vowel to make 1 sound. Each consonant with each vowel makes up our sound system. Syllabics and SRO have individual consonants and vowels that have a single sound represented by a symbol in syllabics and letters in SRO. Both are written left to write. BOTH SYLLABICS and SRO are always written in FULL FORM, complete words not Fluent/condensed forms.

sample Woodland Cree Syllabics
ᐁ î	ᐃ i	ᐅ o	ᐆ wo	ᐊ a	ᐋ â
ᐍ wî	ᐏ wi	ᐓ wo	ᐕ wô	ᐘ wa	ᐚ wâ	ᐤ w
ᐯ pî	ᐱ pi	ᐳ po	ᐴ pô	ᐸ pa	ᐹ pâ	ᑊ p
ᑌ tî	ᑎ ti	ᑐ to	ᑑ tô	ᑕ ta	ᑖ tâ	ᐟ t
ᑫ kî	ᑭ ki	ᑯ ko	ᑰ kô	ᑲ ka	ᑳ kâ	ᐠ k
ᒉ cî	ᒋ ci	ᒍ co	ᒎ cô	ᒐ ca	ᒑ câ	ᐨ c
ᒣ mî	ᒥ mi	ᒧ mo	ᒨ mô	ᒪ ma	ᒫ mâ	ᒼ m
ᓀ nî	ᓂ ni	ᓄ no	ᓅ nô	ᓇ na	ᓈ nâ	ᐣ n
ᓭ sî	ᓯ si	ᓱ so	ᓲ sô	ᓴ sa	ᓵ sâ	ᐢ s
ᔦ yî	ᔨ yi	ᔪ yo	ᔫ yô	ᔭ ya	ᔮ yâ	ᐩ y
ᕃ lî	ᕆ li	ᕊ lo	ᘤ lô	ᕍ la	ᘧ lâ	ϟ l
ᖊ rî	ᖋ ri	ᖌ ro	ᖌ rô	ᖍ ra	ᖍ râ	ᙆ r
ᐦᐁ hî	ᐦᐃ hi	ᐦᐅ ho	ᐦᐆ hô	ᐦᐊ ha	ᐦᐋ hâ	ᐦ h

The ᐦ (h) before a vowel is used as a middle or ending sound only

Aspirated final hk sound ᓴᑳᕁ (in the bush), ᒣᑐᓯᕽ (in the trees), ᐯᐦᒑᔨᕽ (inside) This symbol is never used as a beginning or a middle sound.
The ᐢ (s) and the ᐦ (h) are the only symbols used in the middle of a word when writing in Cree Syllabics. The final sounds are: ᐤ	ᑊ	ᐟ	ᐠ	ᐨ	ᒼ	ᐣ ᐩ ᙆ ϟ. 
The ᐢ and the ᐦ symbols are also used as final sounds: ᒥᑖᐢ (mitâs) ᐆᓯᐦ (boat), ᒥᑌᐦ (heart). 
All words written in Cree Syllabics must be written in their full form: e.g. ᑎᐱᐢᑳᐤ (tipiskâw) ᑎᑊᐢᑳᐤ (tipskâw).


Syllabics and SRO short overview of both writing systems.
SRO Standard Roman Orthography directly correlates with the syllabic sound system. Each SRO sound is represented by the syllabic symbol. Reading from left to right, each consonant -vowel is represented by 1 symbol eg.  tânisi =tâ ni si  ᑖᓂᓯ can cross reference with syllabic chart
Some rules if a Cree word begins, ends or has a single vowel or consonant then the single vowel or consonant will stand alone as a single symbol.
tânisi =tâ /ni /si    ᑖᓂᓯ
ᑖ/ ᓂ/ ᓯ
api = a/pi     ᐊᐱ
ᐊ /ᐱ

âstam = â/s/ta/m     ᐋᐢᑕᒼ
ᐋ/ ᐢ/ ᑕ /ᒼ

namoya nânitaw
na/mo/ya    nâ/ni / ta/w   ᓇᒧᔭ ᓈᓂᑕᐤ
ᓇ / ᒧ /  ᔭ      ᓈ/ ᓂ/ ᑕ /ᐤ
Syllabics are written in full form of Cree not our fluent speech. Therefore, all SRO is also written in the full form, however in SRO we can write in fluent form if we follow Ellison, whereby some vowels can be replaced with (’) as shown below.
Ellision – to eliminate vowels and condense the full terms into fluent forms
tânisi-tân’si
namoya nânitaw
n’moya nân’taw 
n’moy nân’taw
‘ moy nân’taw
’mo nân’taw
the syllabic chart does not have a symbol to replace missing sounds in fluency, therefore we must know the full Cree words instead of shortening words in this way we will bring back real and proper Cree to our children.





10 Consonants:
	p
	t
	c
	k
	m

	n
	s
	y
	w
	h




6 vowels
	i
	î
	o

	ô
	a
	â



(SRO) Consonants and vowels Standard Roman Orthography sakâw nîhiyawîwin
p sounds like p/b 
t sound like t/d
c sounds like t/s
k sounds like k/g
m sounds like mm
n sounds like nn
s sounds like ss
y sounds like ye
w sounds like wo
h sounds like h (voiceless puff of air) 	

Examples with beginning consonant sounds 
p- pîhtikwî come in
t- tânisi hello/how are you/how
c- cî a question marker
k- kiya you
m- mîpit tooth
n-niya me
s- sîpâ under
y- yôtin it is windy
w- wâwi an egg
h- hâ who/what
Examples with consonants in middle of a word
p- api sit down
t -atim dog
c -ohci from
k- akim count them
m- amisk beaver
n- anohc today
s- asam feed him/her
y- wiya him or her
w- awa this animate
h- ôhi these inanimate 


In writing, each consonant is paired with each vowel. Words that have a singular consonant or vowel can stand alone similarly in Syllabics. Each symbol has a consonant and a vowel sound together. If a word cannot be paired with a consonant-vowel then a single consonant or vowel symbol is used, same happens in SRO.
Examples of consonants at the end of a word
p 
akohp blanket
t
 âtiht some
c
 anohc today
k
 askihk pail
m
 kwîcim ask him or her
n 
maskisin a shoe/boot
s
 akos hang it up animate
y
 sîwâpoy pop/juice
w
 âskaw sometimes
h 
ahah in agreement
Common consonant blends
Consonants w and Y are sometimes called semivowels, because they are diphthongs whereby a sound formed by the combination of two vowels in a single syllable, the sound begins as one vowel and moves towards another (as in coin, loud, and side”
y and w with a vowel in front first vowel then second semivowel is heard 
eg,oy boy in cree “âpoy” a suffix for liquid
Letter H (pre-aspirated consonants)
The letter h, if placed before consonants p, t, c, k become voiceless, like a puff of air.
In Cree we do not have consonant blends like PH, TH, CH, however we have these as pre-aspirations of hp,ht,hc and hk
Examples of pre-aspirated consonants.
hp
 akohp blanket
ht 
âtiht some	
hc 
anohc today 
hk
 wâpahki tomorrow

In speech we do not have ch and sh sounds in Cree. Cree Language speakers as a first Language have a lot of difficulty with some English words that have these blends and sounds that we don’t have in Cree. 
Example
Ship
Change 
English
She
VOWELS 
Short i
Long î
Short o 
Long ô 
Short a
Long â
i sounds like i in bit
î sounds like long e in meet
o sounds like oo in look
ô sounds like oo in root
a sound like u in up
â sounds like hot
Vowel sounds in Cree are not like short and long sounds in English.  The long sounds do not change the sound of short vowels. They are an elongation of the short vowel sound. We drag out the same short vowel sound to literally make a long vowel sound 
Beginning Vowel sounds in Cree 
i
itow he or she said...
iskwîw itwîw kâya: The lady said don’t! 
nâpîw itwîw kâya..The man said don’t!
[bookmark: _Hlk166498213]nâpîw ‘tow kaya!  Fluent form
î
 îhî yes
îhî ninîhiyawân: yes, I speak Cree
îhî n’nîhiyawân Fluent form
o 
otin take it ..
otin pahkwîsikan; take the bread
ot’n pahkwîs’kan  Fluent form
ô
 ôhô owl
ôhô niwâpamâw I see an owl 
ôhô n’wâp’mâw Fluent form
a 
api sit down
api tîhtapiwinihk sit on the chair
api tîhtapiw’nihk Fluent form
â
 âstam come here
âstam pî wîtapimin come here and sit with me
âstam pîwîtap’m’n   Fluent form

Vowels in the middle of words	
i
âtiht some
âtiht namoya nîhiyawîwak some do not speak Cree
âtiht ‘moy nîhiyawîwak Fluent form
akim count animate object
akim soniyâs count money
akim soniyâs Fluent form
î
 sîsîp duck
sîsîp pimihâw a duck is flying
sîsîp p’mihâw Fluent form
o
takon add it in 
takon askipahkwîsikan add flour
takon ask’pahwîs’kan Fluent form
ô
môswa moose
niwîhkistâw môswa  I like the taste of moose
niwîhk’stâw môswa Fluent form
a
mistatim horse 
niyayâwâw mistatim I have a horse
niyayâwâw m’statim Fluent form
â-
kîsikâw	
miyokîsikâw anohc it is a good day
miyokîs’kâw anohc Fluent form
Vowels at the end of words
i
 ôsi canoe
ôsi  ôma mihkwâw this  canoe is red
ôsi mihkwâw Fluent form
î
osî make it animate object
osî pahkwîsikan make some bannock
osî pahkwîskan Fluent form
o
nisto  four
nisto itahtopiponîw nôsisim my granddaughter is 3 years old
n’sto ‘tahto’p’ponîw nôs’sim Fluent form
ô
âmô  a bee
âmô kacîsok a bee will sting you
âmô kacîsok Fluent form
a
kotista taste it
kotista mîcimâpoy taste the soup
kot’sta mîc’mâpoy Fluent form
â
astâ put there
astâ  maskisina awasâyihk put shoes in the other room/side
astâ mask’sina Fluent form
Semi-vowels w and y are a bit complicated as the letter y and letter w are referred to as diphthongs, like having 2 vowels sounds together as they are also called semi vowels. You can hear both the actual vowel followed by the semi vowel y or w
Semi-Vowels w and y
iy
 miyo a preverbal particle good…
îy pîyisk
oy
 mîcimâpoy soup
ôy
sîwâpôy juice
ay 
 ay h ay Thank you
ây 
kâya don’t
iw
 apiw 3rd person sit down 
îw 
iskwîw woman
o
ow mow verb “to eat” an animate food
ôw 
aw
 ouch âskaw sometimes
âw
 kîsikâw it is day
Macron (little hat above a vowel^ also called Circumflex
We use the macron above the long vowels to identify the sound has been elongated, by doing so the word meaning can change with just a long sound change 
Minimal Pairs: Significance of the macron that will change the meanings of words because of one sound change within a word. Such as the following examples:

Examples in Cree
asam feed him or her
 asâm snowshoe

ôsi canoe
osî make it animate
	
itapi sit like this
itâpi Look that way/over there

maci denotes evil/bad
macî isn’t that, right?

mâci preverbal particle “to start”
mâcî to hunt 

niya me,I
niyâ go on

niyânan the number 5
niyanân 21 inclusive pronoun us

maskosis bear cub
maskosîs a piece of grass

sîpa stretch pelt on stretcher/ to stuff
sîpâ under

kisik also or same time
kîsik sky

pâskisam he/she shoots it
paskisam he/she cuts it

sâkahikan lake
sakahikan nail
nipiy water
nîpiy a leaf
maskisin shoe
mâskisin disability

pimisini lay down
pîmisini laying crooked/sideways

sâkahikan lake
sakahikan a nail

sîpîy a river
sîpiy to stretch

apoy an oar
âpoy a liquid

 Demonstrative pronouns

Relevance
In Cree like in English we have words such as this, that, these and those, which are called demonstrative pronouns they serve to specify the person or object being referred to, unlike English, there are also animate and inanimate forms of these demonstrative pronouns. In Cree Language we have 8 different forms of these demonstrative pronouns 4 of which are animate and 4 that are inanimate in both singular and plural forms, as compared to only having 4 in English.
The chart below shows and demonstrates all demonstrative pronouns we use in our Cree Language
	Gender
	singular
	plural
	singular
	plural

	
	This
	These
	That
	Those

	animate
	awa
	ôki
	ana
	aniki/nîki

	Inanimate
	ôma
	ôhi
	anima/nîma
	anihi/nîhi



The animate singular forms end in “wa” and “na”. The animate plural forms end in “ki” as illustrated in the chart. 
The inanimate singular forms end in “ma” whereas the inanimate plural forms both end in “hi”.
All demonstrative pronouns must agree in gender with the object being specified, if there are more than one objects, then a pluralized demonstrative pronoun must also be applied.
Presentation	

This lady/woman (animate object) ---awa iskwîw
This is a lady/woman – iskwîw awa

This chair (inanimate object) ---oma tîhtapiwin
This is a chair – tîhtapiwin ôma
 
These ladies (animate plural object) ---oki iskwîwak
These are ladies/women – iskwîwak ôki

These chairs (inanimate objects plural) ohi tîhtapiwina
These are chairs – tîhtapiwina ôhi 

That bread (animate object) ---ana pahkwîsikan 
That is bread – pahkwîsikan ana

That shoe (inanimate object)—anima/nîma maskisin
That is a shoe – maskisin anima
Those breads (animate plural objects) ---nîki pahkwîsikanak
Those are breads – pahkwîsikanak aniki

Those shoes (inanimate plural objects) --- anihi/nîhi maskisina 
Those are shoes – maskisina anihi

Some variation with the animacy of foods between Plains and Sakâw Cree for example
*This bacon (plains): awa kohkosiwiyin .  This bacon (sakâw Cree): ôma kohkosowiyin

 Guided Practice

In the following exercise, label each object with the correct demonstrative pronoun. Be sure to use the correct gender and plural or singular form.
awa, ôma, ana, nîma, ôhi, ôki, nîki, nîhi. 

maskisin______________          iskwîw________________   
tîhtapiwina___________            nâpîw ________________
pahkwîsikan___________          maskisina_____________    
nâpîwak______________          maskisin ______________
tîhtapiwin_____________          iskwîwak______________
pahkwîsikanak _________          kôhôsiwiyin____________

Gender Distinction
Relevance

In Cree gender distinction is based on animacy and in-animacy of a noun (person. Place, thing, object) 
We do not differentiate by male or female when speaking in third person singular or persons plural.
All objects are classified as living or non-living.
 Living refers to physical or spiritual. 
All parts of speech are classified either as animate or inanimate. 
Objects such as rocks, pipes, and some clothing items are animate, because these play a significant role in ceremonies, therefore there is an underlying belief that certain objects are spiritually alive.
Inanimate objects on the other hand have no life physically or spiritually. Many of the man-made materials are considered inanimate things such as table and chairs.
On the other hand, many foreign objects are considered animate. Once adapted into the culture these include but are not limited to food items, cutlery, metals including money.
These kinds of material things also played a significant role in the changing of the way of life for native peoples and to a certain extent the moral value system. This type of power over people is animate or to have some form of spirituality.
The Cree Language is very descriptive, it follows that the language reflects the culture therefore the land and environment are always being referred to and embedded in Cree Language. nîhiyaw mâmitonîhcikan – worldview
Nouns
There are several types of nouns. Like English nouns are 
People
Places
Living and non-living things
However, in Cree we also have animacy and inanimacy of all nouns, so there are always 2 forms of each noun.
Noun Animate (NA)    Noun Inanimate (NI)
Presentation    INPUT
Clothing: mitâs –pants
 gloves—astisisak
 socks—asikanak (these items were only worn by braves not women, as they had ceremony before battles, therefore are animate, all other clothing items are inanimate.
Cutlery: spoon- imihkwân (has same shape and purpose as a pipe) therefore is animate.
Food: breads/bannock-pahkwîsikan 
 yeast-ohpayicikan
 carrots-oskâtaskwak (introduced from Europeans)
Other items: metals including money-soniyâs 
Guided Practice

In the following chart write an object according to the corresponding classification of animate and inanimate nouns.
	Animate clothing item
	

	Inanimate clothing item
	

	Animate cutlery
	

	Inanimate cutlery
	

	Animate food
	

	Inanimate food
	

	Animate metal
	




 Noun Pluralization               INPUT

Relevance

In Cree all objects can be pluralized. We use four plural endings according to the animacy or in-animacy of the object being pluralized. To make something plural is change one item to make it more than one.

Presentation

The chart below will show all plural endings added to nouns to make them plural.

	Animate plural
	ak
	wak

	Inanimate plural
	a
	wa




Animate objects being pluralized will always end in “k”
Inanimate objects being pluralized will always end in an “a”
These plural forms are simply added onto the end of the objects, however there are two rules to follow, if an animate noun ends in a consonant add “ak” to pluralize but if it ends in a vowel then add “wak” 
If an inanimate noun ends in a consonant add “a” but if it ends in a vowel add “wa” to pluralize.
Exceptions to the rule; like everything else there are always exceptions, especially for animate objects such as animals In some cases where an animal name ends in either an “k” or an “m” then you would still add “wak” 
Inanimate objects ending in “k” or “m” will also use “wa” to be pluralized.
General rule: animate objects
minôs (cat)-------minôsak (cats)
nâpîw (man)------nâpîwak (men)

EXCEPTION:
atim (dog---ends in “m”) ----atimwak (dogs)
askihk (pail—ends in “k” -----askihkwak (pails)
General Rule: Inanimate objects
tîhtapiwin (chair)------tîhtapiwina (chairs)
masinahikan (book)----masinahikana(books)
masinahikanâhtik (pen)----masinahikanâhtikwa (pens)

Finally, all nouns are pluralized in Cree, unlike English. For instance, nouns such as fish (kinosîw) in Cree are pluralized (kinosîwak) “fishes”, Pants (mitâs) in Cree pants (mitâsak), mouse (apakosîs) in Cree mice (apakosîsak) and moose (moose) in Cree mooses (môswak).

Structured Practice

Match the right column with the left by placing the correct letter that corresponds with the object
	A animate plural ending
	1. wak

	B Inanimate plural ending
	2. a

	C to pluralize masinahikan
	3. wa

	D to pluralize kôhkôs
	4. wak

	E   to pluralize masinahikanâhtik
	5. ak

	F   to pluralize mistatim 
	6. a



Noun possession
In Cree we have possessive form, a term used when giving ownership of nouns to various people. Like English, we use part of the personal pronoun as a prefix and a suffix that creates a table to show to whom a noun belongs.
There is a table of eight from the pronouns, but it is more common to use only 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person singular. The eight pronouns include
1s   person speaking singular- niya-me/I or mine
2s second person listening singular- Kiya you or yours
3s third person present or absent singular- wiya – him/her/his or hers
1s, 2s, and 3s are the most used for noun possession.
1p first person talking and including another person/s  plural niyanân 
2p second person and other people plural kiyawâw
21 second person inclusive (speaker and listener) kiyânaw
3p third person plural a speaker talking to a 2s listener about them wiyawâw 
3’ Suffix ending -yiwa a refence made about a person not present
The main exception to this is the possessive form of family and family terms, in which case all eight forms are used when speaking Cree.
All family terms are animate and some end in a vowel the pattern will be slightly different for third person singular and plural. If the noun is animate and ends in a vowel you would also add a suffix “wa”, however if the animate noun ends in a consonant in 3s, and 3p then simply add an “a” to the end


Presentation

I will show you 2 main patterns. One generally used for animate noun (a family term) ending in a vowel, and the second pattern is a general pattern for all other nouns.  Pattern 1
	1s
	Ni----noun-----           
	1s     my___________

	2s
	Ki-----noun-----         
	2s     your__________

	3s
	o-----noun------wa  
	3s     his/her ________

	3p
	o---noun------wâwa   
	3p     their   __________

	1p
	Ni-----noun----nân
	1p     our________ (me and my friends)

	21
	Ki------noun--naw
	21     our________ (yours and mine)

	2p
	Ki------noun---wâw
	2p     your_______ (you and your friends)

	3’
	o------noun---yiwa
	3’      3rd to 4th _____ (John’s friends’ parents



Animate family term ending in a vowel possessive form
Noun: mother-0mâmâwimâw   mother okâwîmâw
	1s
	nimâmâ
	My mother

	2s
	kimâmâ
	Your mother

	3s
	omâmâwa
	His/her mother

	3p
	omâmâwâwa
	Their mother

	1p
	nimâmânân
	Our mother (me and my siblings)

	21
	kimâmânâw
	Our mother (you and I)

	2p
	kimâmâwâw
	You and your sibling’s mother

	3’
	omâmâyiwa
	Referring to a friend’s mother



*For the 3p, you simply pluralize the 3s using the pluralizing rule. Whereby, if noun ends in a vowel you add “wa” and an additional wa. This would also apply to other family terms even if they end in a consonant.
Guided Practice
Change the following nouns to 
1s me my
2s your 
3s his…
· [bookmark: _Hlk169260196]nikosis (my son) 1s________________2s________________3s_______________
· kisîmis (your younger sibling)
1s________________2s________________3s_______________
· nimâmâ (my mother)
1s________________2s________________3s_______________
· opâpâwa (my father)
1s________________2s________________3s_______________
· omosômiwâwa (my grandfather)
1s________________2s________________3s_______________
· nisîmisinân (our younger sibling)
1s________________2s________________3s_______________	

Structured Practice

Write and add the appropriate prefix and suffix
1. my mom __________________________________
2. your mom_________________________________
3. my dad ___________________________________
4. your grandfather ____________________________
5. our mom __________________________________
6. your dad___________________________________

OUTPUT
Match the family terms listed on the left with the English translation on the right.
1. omâmâwa    ______________                                        a. my daughter
2. kimâmânâw________________                                     b. his/her dad
3. kikosis __________________                                          c. your son
4. nitânis_________________                                             d. siblings’ mom
5. kimâmâwâw                                                                        e. Their mom
6. opâpâwa                                                                               f. his/her mom                     
7. omâmâwâwa                                                                       g. our mom
examples in context
1. awînihi omâmâwa
2. tânisi kimâmâwâw
3. awîna kikosis
4. nitânis Ann 
5. awînihi opâpâwa
6. awîniki omâmâwâwa
7. Edith kimâmânaw
                            OUTPUT
Make a family tree using actual pictures and label with family terms in possessive form in Cree. Try to include all 8 categories of the possessive form for your family tree.














Piyakôskân masina

kiwâhkômâkana

Inanimate noun   possessive form    INPUT

Relevence

Presentation
Same general pattern for inanimate nouns as the one for animate nouns.
Most nouns animate or inanimate are only owned by one person, such as a pair of shoes, therefore it follows that possessive form is most used to the third person only however all 8 categories can and are applied. All the nouns animate and inanimate will have:
Prefix “ni” to refer to “my”
Prefix “ki” to refer to “your”
Prefix “o” to refer to “his/her”
Finally, all nouns can be and are pluralized.

	1s
	Ni----noun-----           
	1s     my___________

	2s
	Ki-----noun-----         
	2s     your__________

	3s
	o-----noun------wa  
	3s     his/her ________

	3p
	o---noun------wâwa   
	3p     their   __________

	1p
	Ni-----noun----nân
	1p     our________ (me and my friends)

	21
	Ki------noun--naw
	21     our________ (yours and mine)

	2p
	Ki------noun---wâw
	2p     your_______ (you and your friends)

	3’
	o------noun---yiwa
	3’      3rd to 4th _____ (John’s friends’ parents



Inanimate Noun: shoes maskisina possessive form

	1s
	nimaskisina
	My shoes

	2s
	kimaskisina
	Your shoes

	3s
	omaskisina
	His/her shoes

	3p
	omaskisiniwâwa
	Their shoes

	1p
	nimaskisinâna
	Our shoes (me and my siblings)

	21
	kimaskisinanawa
	Our shoes (you and I)

	2p
	kimaskisiniwâwa
	You and your siblings’ shoes

	3’
	omaskisiniyiwa
	 Referring to a friend’s mother



Sentences
1s misâwa nimaskisina
2s kimaskisina kaskitîwâwa
3s omaskisina ikoni Bev
3p ipîkopayikwâw omaskisiniwâwa
1p atâwîstamâkawiyâhk nimaskisinâna
21 wâpiskâwa kimaskisinawa
2p wîpâtanwa kimaskisiniwâwa
3’ atâwîstamawât omaskisiniyiwa ôsisima

 Personal Pronouns     INPUT
Relevance

In Cree like any other language, we have Personal pronouns, or words that tell us who we are referring to in a conversation, in an action or having ownership of a noun.
People in general are referred to by using pronouns. In cross reference to the English language, we have 8 different categorizations/pronouns for this purpose.
Presentation

The following chart will show all personal pronouns that we have in Cree
	pattern
	Person/people involved
	Cree pronoun
	English
	Explanation

	1s
	1st person singular
	niya
	Me or I
	The one speaking

	2s
	2nd person singular
	kiya
	you
	The listener. The one that the first person is talking to directly.

	3s
	3rd person singular
	wiya
	Him or her
	Speaker 1s and 2s are referring to another person.

	1p
	1st person plural
	niyanân
	we
	The speaker includes another or others specifically.

	21
	2nd person inclusive
	kiyawâw
	You and I
	Speaker includes the listener(2s)

	2p
	2nd person plural
	kiyawâw
	All of you
	The speaker(1s) is not included

	3p
	3rd person plural
	wiyawâw
	All of them
	The speaker 1s and listener(2s) are not included

	3’
	3rd person obviative
	Suffix only
-yiwa
	Like a 4th person who is not present
	The 1s, 2s, and 3s are referring to another person that is not there.



The pattern shows that all the pronouns have a common stem” iya” 
The person or people involved includes the speaker then it will always begin with “ni” from niya.
 In reference to a second person whether it be a singular or a plural then the pronoun will always begin with “ki” from kiya.
  A person or people involved are a third party including 3s,3p and 3’ then he, she, or they, will be referred to with a pronoun ending with “w” taken from wiya, wiyawâw and –yiwa which is added to the end of the word as a suffix
For all 3rd person categories.
3s 3rd person singular
3p 3rd person plural
3’ 3rd person obviative or proximate 
In chart format personal pronouns are used with the (noun) person/s examples:
The chart also includes Who is involved or included with each pronoun
	Pronoun
	Pronoun Noun
	Explanation

	1s
	niya Connie
	I am Connie

	2s
	kiya Tanya
	You are Tanya

	3s
	wiya Joe
	He is Joe

	1p
	niyanân Tanya
	Tanya and I

	21
	kiyânaw Joe ikwa Tanya
	(us, we) Joe, Tanya and I

	2p
	kiyawâw Joe and Tanya
	(You all) Tanya and Joe not I the listener

	3p
	wiyawâw Joe
	Joe and all of them (does not include speaker nor listener)

	3’
	-yiwa
	Tanya’s daughter’s friend’s grandmother



	              1s
	niya Connie

	              2s
	kiya Tanya

	              3s
	wiya Joe

	             1p
	niyanân Tanya

	             21
	kiyânaw Joe ikwa Tanya

	           2p
	kiyawâw Joe and Tanya

	          3p
	kiyawâw Joe

	          3’
	 mike otânisiyiwa



Locative form (identifies location)  

 Cree we have an “hk” ending (suffix) referred to as the Locative form. 
This locative form is a suffix that corresponds and replaces such words like. 
in the 
on the 
at the
near the 
noun or location.
The “hk” is preceded by a vowel. The Cree language is very descriptive therefore the locative suffix is used extensively because it’s always in reference to the actual action happening at a given place.

PRESENTATION

“hk” suffix is used to specify location. It always has a vowel before the “hk”
	Suffix “hk”
	noun
	Locative form
	English 

	ihk  
	maskisin shoe
	maskisinihk
	In/on the shoe

	îhk
	sîpiy river
	sîpîhk
	In the river

	ohk
	atawîwikamik store
	atawîwikamikohk
	at/in the store

	ôhk
	mîcimâpoy soup
	mîcimâpôhk
	In the soup

	ahk
	mahkahk
	mahkahkohk
	In the tub

	âhk
	ôtînâw  city
	ôtînâhk
	In/at the city


	
The vowel to use depends on the word you change to locative form.
Examples
1. maskisinihk astîw masinahikîwin    There is writing on the shoe
2. akohtin maskisin sîpîhk.                    The shoe is in the river
3. niwîtohtân  atâwîwikamikohk           I am going to the store
4. wiyâs astîw mîcimâpôhk                    There is meat in the soup.
5. nikisipîkinikân mahkahkohk               I wash clothes in the tub
General rules to follow
       A word ending in a letter k or m add ohk
A word ending in either consonant n, s, t, p, c adds ihk as a suffix
A word ending in either semi-vowel w or y drop the semivowel, then stress the vowel and add “hk” as shown in the table above with sipîy and ôtînâw.  



DIMINUTIVE FORM	
RELEVENCE                                       INPUT
In Cree we can change things to being younger or smaller just like in English however we literally make them smaller or younger by adding a suffix, this is different from English since English has two separate words to make things diminutive, in Cree we keep the same words. 
This process is called changing to diminutive form. 
Diminutive forms can be applied to both nouns and verbs
Most of the time the suffix added is an “sis”, but like everything else there are differences depending on the nouns or verbs that are being changed. More often than not a person will hear a strong ss sound for the diminutive ending of “sis”.
Presentation
Some general rules for the process of changing words to diminutive forms.
1. If any word has a letter “t” in it, the “t” will automatically change to a “c”

2. Any words ending in letters “p”, “t”, “n”, “s”, you only add “is” as a suffix not “sis”

3. Words ending in letter “m” add “osis”


4. Words ending in “k”, add “os” or

5. Words, mainly animals ending in “kwa replace the “wa with“osis”


6. Words ending in semivowels “y or “w” then you drop the semi vowel and replace with “sis”
Examples:
1. tîhtapiwin-(chair)-cîhcapiwinis (little/small chair)

2. minôs (cat)-minôsis (younger cat hence kitten)


3. atim (dog)- acimosis (younger dog hence puppy)

4. atâwiwkamik-(store)-atâwiwikamikos (small store hence a convenience store)


5. maskwa(bear)-maskosis(younger bear hence cub)

6. nâpîw-(man)-nâpîsis (younger man hence boy)
iskwîw-(woman) –iskwîsis (younger woman hence girl)

To change something from small or younger to being tiny then you would add another “is” on the end of diminutive form.
Example
minôs (cat)—minôsis (kitten)-minôsisis (tiny/newborn kitten)
nâpîw(man)- nâpîsis (boy) – nâpîsisis(small boy) 
ôhô(owl) – ôhôsis – owlette – ôhôsisis (tiny owl)
astotin(hat) – ascocinis (small hat) – ascocinisis (baby bonnet)

                            Guided Practice
Changing the following nouns to diminutive form.

1. mitâs -micâsis
2. asikan-asikanis
3. napîw - nâpîsis
4. iskwîw - iskwîsis
5. atim - acimosis
6. maskwa – maskosis

 Structured Practice
masinaha ôhi kîkwaya write the nouns to match diminutive forms. 
1. acimosis    _______________________
2. nâpîsis       _______________________
3. iskwîsis     _______________________
4. asikanis    _______________________
5. micâsis     _______________________
6. miskîsikos _______________________
7. masinahikanis ____________________
8. sîwâpôs _________________________
9. maskisinis _______________________
10. cîhcapiwinis _____________________
11. minôsis _________________________
12. mohkomânis _____________________
13. atâwîwikamikos __________________
        

OUTPUT
 nawasôwina tânima kwayask imasinahikâtîk---multiple choice
Circle the correct diminutive form of each of the nouns (watch spelling)
1. atim   a. atimosis b. atimisis c. acimosis
2. nâpîw a.nâpîwis b.nâpîsis c. nâpîwisis
3. asikan a. asikanisis b. asikanis c.asikanos 
4. mitâs a. mitâsos b. mitâsisis c. mitosis
5. miskîsik a. miskîsikos b.miskîsikis c. miskîsikosis
6. maskwa a. maskwasis b. maskosisis c. maskosis
7.iskwîw a. iskwîwis b. iskwîwisis c. iskwîsis
8.minôs a. minôsis b. minôsisis c. minôsos
9. astotin a. astotinis b. asciconis. C. ascocinis 
10.mohkomân a. mohkomânisis b. mohkomânis c. mohkimânisis

Interrogatve Pronouns
Relevence:

In Cree we have words that are used to ask questions, other than the question marker cî. The question marker cî will be a yes or no answer
Like the English language, we have words like the 5 w’s (who, what, where why and when), but in Cree they are the 5 t’s to ask specific questions.
We do not use English punctuation when writing in Cree.
Presentation:
Interrogative pronouns are for specific questions.
There are several forms of the interrogative pronouns
To ask about an animate or in-animate objects we will use the two forms of the interrogative pronoun “where”
taniwâ and tanawî
taniwâ for animate object or person
taniwî for in-animate object such as a jacket
1. tânitî ohci kiya: where are you from?
2. tânisâtawiya: How are you doing?
3. kîkwây itôtaman anohc: What are you doing today?

4. tânîhki kâ nîstosiyan: Why are you tired?
5. awîna kimâmâ: Who is your mom?
6. tânispî iwî mîcisoyan: When are you going to eat?
7. tanawî masinahikan: Where is the book?
8. tâniwâ kikosis: Where is your son?


1. tânisi kiya…how are you
2.  kîkwây ôma…kîkway ôma
3. tânitî maskisin.where is the shoe
4. tânîhki kâpimipahtâyan
5. awîna kiya ... who are you
6. tânispî isipwîhtiyan
7. taniwâ nâpîsis
8. taniwî tîhtapiwin
	Interrogative Pronoun
	Noun/pronoun/verb
	translation

	[bookmark: _Hlk169221517]tânisi            how
	You kiya
	tânisi kiya..how are you

	kîkwây         what
	This ôma
	What is this kîkwây ôma

	tânitî             where
	Shoe maskisin
	tânitî maskisin.where is the shoe

	tânîhki          why
	Run pimipahtâ
	tânîhki kâpimipahtâyan

	awîna            who
	You kiya
	awîna kiya ... who are you

	tânispî         when
	Leaving sipwîtî
	tânispî isipwîhtiyan

	tanitî where is (animate noun)
	Boy nâpîsis
	taniwâ nâpîsis

	taniwî      where is (inanimate noun)
	Chair tîhtapiwin
	taniwî tîhtapiwin



There are 3 ways to ask questions
1. Question marker cî     kinîhiyawân cî
2. Interrogative pronouns     tânitî ohci kiya
3. Intonation of voice     kinîhiyawân







Verbs              INPUT
Transitive and Intransitive a distinction   

Relevance

Verbs or action words are categorized into 4 types. 
[bookmark: _Hlk169268360]1.Intransitives animate
2. Intransitive Inanimate
3.Transitives animate 
 4.Transitive inanimate 
The first type of verb is Intransitive. This means this type of action word does not need a direct object for it to have an actual meaning. 
When these words are used or said alone, they become a command to another person. 
Intransitive verbs can be used by themselves and still convey a clear action or statement and meaning.
Intransitive animate
Intransitive animate symbolized by AI verbs are action words done by people or animate living things. These words include command words like eat, sleep, walk and think.
Intransitive Inanimate 
Intransitive Inanimate symbolized by II verbs directly relate to describing objects. Intransitive Inanimate verbs are like adjectives in English, words that state color, or a state of being.


Presentation:  Intransitive verbs	 animate and inanimate

	Intransitive Animate 
   AI verbs

	Intransitive In-animale verbs
II verbs

	api to sit down
	wâpiskâw   it is white

	nipâ to sleep
	kanâtan it is clean

	mîciso to eat
	miywâsin it is nice



1. AI Intransitive animate  
Independent mode
To specify who is doing the action of a verb, we take a verb and put it together with a personal pronoun which means to conjugate
 Once a verb has been conjugated with all 8 pronouns it is then called a paradigm table. 
The paradigm table is an actual list of different people doing the one action
When the AI verb is conjugated it only tells you two things
1. Who is doing the action (pronoun prefix/suffix)
2. What they are doing (verb)
3. Independent mode 
4. All 1st person categories begin with the prefix “ni”
5. All 2nd person categories begin with “ki”
6. All 3rd person categories do not have a prefix only a suffix.
7. In Independent mode it is the prefixes that identify “who is doing the action of the verb being conjugated. 
8. The 3rd person categories have a suffix added only , it is this suffix that identifies the person or persons doing the action.
9. All verbs that end in the vowel î, the î will change to a long a (â), except for all 3rd person categories including singular, plural and obviative (4th) 
10. If a verb begins with a vowel, then a “t” must be inserted between the verb and the prefix as we don’t ever have two vowels together for the independent mode.
11. The independent mode is translated into similar meaning as “-ed” ending in English
12. The paradigm tables will illustrate the patterns.

AI Basic Pattern nipâ	Paradigm table
	Personal pronouns
	Prefix/suffix taken from personal pronoun directly

	1s niya                    I/me
	1s ni (nipâ) n         I…

	2s kiya                    you
	2s ki (nipâ) n          you….

	3s wiya                   him/her
	3s nipâ) w                 he/she….

	3p wiyawâw          they
	3p (nipâ) wak          they…….

	1p niyanân             we
	1p ni (nipâ) nân       we……

	21 kiyânaw           you and I
	21 ki (nipâ) naw       you and I..

	2p kiyawâw          you all
	2p ki (nipâ) awâw     you all….

	3’ …..yiwa             4th person
	3’ (nipâ) yiwa           4th person…



To conjugate an Intransitive Animate verb (AI) in the independent mode, we use prefixes and suffixes directly from the personal pronouns together in a table called Paradigm table.
	[bookmark: _Hlk169045140]Combined to make Conjugated form (verb: nipâ) Independent form

	1s   ninipâ n                               I sleep/slept

	2s   kinipâ n                                you slept

	3s  nipâ w                                   he/she slept

	3p  nipâ wak                              they slept

	1p  ni nipâ nân                          we slept

	21  kinipâ naw                          you and I slept

	2p  kinipâ nâwâw                   you all slept

	3’  nipâ  yiwa                           4th person slept



[bookmark: _Hlk169093293]Combined to make sentence form (verb: nipâ) Independent form
[bookmark: _Hlk169092181]1s      ninipân            ninipân anohc                I slept today
2s      kinipân            kinipân anohc                 you slept today
3s     nipâw               nipâw anohc                    he or she slept today
3p     nipâwak          nipâwak anohc                they slept today
1p    ninipânân        ninipânân anohc              we slept anohc
21    kinipânaw        kinipânaw anohc             you and I slept anohc
2p   kinipânâwâw    kinipânâwâw anohc       you all slept anohc
3’   nipâyiwa anohc   nipâyiwa                4th person (John otânisa) slept today
AI Verb:    mîciso: eat        Independent Form/mode
	[bookmark: _Hlk169270318]Person 
	Prefix
	Verb
	Suffix        
	Translation

	1s
	ni
	mîciso
	n
	I eat/ate

	2s
	ki
	mîciso
	n
	You ate

	3s
	
	mîciso
	w
	He/she ate

	3p
	
	mîciso
	wak
	They ate

	1p
	ni
	mîciso
	nân
	We ate

	21
	ki
	mîciso
	nâw
	You and I ate

	2p
	ki
	mîciso
	nâwâw
	You all ate

	3’
	
	mîciso
	yiwa
	John’s son ate




1s      nimîcison            nimîcison anohc                I ate today
2s      kimîcison            kimîcison anohc                 you ate today
3s     mîcisow                 mîcisow anohc                 he or she ate today
[bookmark: _Hlk169077870]3p     mîcisowak             mîcisowak anohc            they ate today
1p    nimîcisonân           nimîcisonân anohc         we ate today
21    kimîcisonaw           kimîcisonaw anohc         you and I ate today
2p   kimîcisonâwâw       kimîcisonâwâw anohc     you all ate today
3’    mîcisoyiwa              mîcisoyiwa anohc      4th person (John otânisa) ate today
[bookmark: _Hlk169282406]AI     conjugation            verb api Independent mode of speech
	Person 
	Prefix
	“t”between 2 vowels 
	Verb
	Suffix        
	Translation

	1s
	ni
	t
	api
	n
	I sit

	2s
	ki
	t
	api
	n
	You sit

	3s
	
	
	api
	w
	He/she sat

	3p
	
	
	api
	wak
	They sat

	1p
	ni
	t
	api
	nân
	We sat

	21
	ki
	t
	api
	nâw
	You and I sat

	2p
	ki
	t
	api
	nâwâw
	You all sat

	3’
	
	
	api
	yiwa
	John’s son sat



	
1s      nitapin                nitapin n anohc                I sit today (or home today)
2s      kitapin                kitapin anohc                    you sit today or home today
3s     apiw                     apiw anohc                        he or she sits today (home)
3p     apiwak                  apiwak anohc                  they sat today (home)
1p    nitapinân           nitapinân anohc                  we sat today (home)
21    kitapinaw           kitapinaw anohc                   you and I sit today (home)
2p   kitapinâwâw       kitapinâwâw anohc            you all sit today (home)
3’    apiyiwa           apiyiwa anohc            4th person (John otânisa) sit

We can specify who is doing the action by including 8 different categories or groups of people. In doing so, we also have 2 modes of speech in Cree. The two modes of speech are referred to as independent mode and Conjunct mode of speech. These two modes of speech do not change the meaning, but rather could be used to change a tense indirectly.
 Generally, conjunct form could be in relation to some action presently being done, whereas the independent form of speech is in relation to something already been done.
[bookmark: _Hlk169090571]These people are specified by each personal pronoun used in Cree and combined with the verbs.

Conjunct Mode 

All person categories will begin with the prefix “i”  
All categories will have an added suffix
In this mode it is the suffix that identifies the person or people doing the action of the verb being conjugated.
If a verb begins with a vowel, then an “h” must be inserted between the verb and the prefix as we don’t ever have two vowels together.
The conjunct mode is translated into similar meaning as “ing” ending in English




The paradigm tables will illustrate the patterns.
AI- Animate Intransitive Conjunct mode

For the conjunct Mode of conjugation (when you add the pronoun with the verb) the prefix “I” is constant and doesn’t change, however if the verb begins with a vowel, then you insert a “t” in between the prefix and the verb because two vowels cannot be together. Generally, the verb will almost always stay the same regardless of its ending. In speech these two modes of speech are interchangeable.

	pronoun
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	1s
	i
	nipâ
	yân
	I am eating

	2s
	i
	nipâ
	yin
	You’re eating

	3s
	i
	nipâ
	t
	He/she is eating

	3p
	i
	nipâ
	twâw
	They are eating

	1p
	i
	nipâ
	yâhk
	We are eating

	21
	i
	nipâ
	yahk
	You and I are eating

	2p
	i
	nipâ
	yîk
	You all are eating

	3’
	i
	nipâ
	yit
	John’s son is eating


AI     conjugation            verb nipâ conjunct mode of speech



AI verb nipâ   Conjunct mode
	[bookmark: _Hlk169282720]Combined to make Conjugated form (verb: nipa) Conjunct form

	1s inipâyân                                 I am sleeping 

	2s inipâyan                             you are sleeping

	3s inipât                                  he/she is sleeping

	3p inipâtwâw                         they are sleeping

	1p inipâyâhk                          we are sleeping (niyanân)

	21 inipâyahk                          you and I are sleeping

	2p inipâyik                             you all are sleeping

	3’ inipâyit                               4th person is sleeping













AI    verb mîciso conjunct mode conjugation       verb  mîciso  conjunct mode of speech
	pronoun
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	1s
	i
	mîciso
	yân
	I am eating

	2s
	i
	mîciso
	yin
	You’re eating

	3s
	i
	mîciso
	t
	He/she is eating

	3p
	i
	mîciso
	twâw
	They are eating

	1p
	i
	mîciso
	yâhk
	We are eating

	21
	i
	mîciso
	yahk
	You and I are eating

	2p
	i
	mîciso
	yîk
	You all are eating

	3’
	i
	mîciso
	yit
	John’s son is eating




AI – Intransitive Animate       Conjunct mode
	[bookmark: _Hlk169281529]Combined to make Conjugated form (verb: mîciso) Conjunct form

	1s    imîcisoyân                             I am eating

	2s    imîcisoyan                             you are eating

	3s   imîcisot                                  he/she is eating

	3p   imîcisotwâw                         they are eating

	1p   imîcisoyâhk                          we are eating (niyanân)

	21   imîcisoyahk                          you and I are eating

	2p   imîcisoyik                             you all are eating

	3’   imîcisoyit                               4th person slept








AI     conjugation            verb api conjunct mode of speech
If a verb begins with a vowel, then an “h” must be inserted between the verb and the prefix as we don’t ever have two vowels together.
	pronoun
	prefix
	H insertion There are 2 vowels
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	1s
	i
	h
	api
	yân
	I am sitting (home)

	2s
	i
	h
	api
	yin
	You’re sitting (home)

	3s
	i
	h
	api
	t
	He/she is sitting (home)

	3p
	i
	h
	api
	twâw
	They are sitting (home)

	1p
	i
	h
	api
	yâhk
	We are sitting (home)

	21
	i
	h
	api
	yahk
	You and I are sitting (home)

	2p
	i
	h
	api
	yîk
	You all are sitting (home)

	3’
	i
	h
	api
	yit
	John’s son is sitting (home)




· Special note this verb is also used to mean being at home

	Combined to make Conjugated form (verb: api ) Conjunct form

	1s ihapiyân                                 I am sitting (home)

	2s ihapian                             you are sitting (home)

	3s ihapit                                  he/she is sitting (home)

	3p ihapitwâw                         they are sitting (home)

	1p ihapiyâhk                          we are sitting (home))

	21 ihapiyahk                          you and I are sitting (home)

	2p ihapiyik                             you all are sitting (home)

	3’ ihapiyit                               4th person is sitting (home)













Presentation

In Cree all objects are animate or inanimate therefore we also have transitive animate (AI) and transitive inanimate (II) verbs. 
II Intransitive Inanimate verbs

1. kanâta (clean):  kanâtan maskisin (The shoe is clean) 
    II verb with Inanimate object.
       2.miywasi (nice): miywasin maskisin (The shoe is nice)
                 II verb with inanimate object
	      Conjunct mode

	             verb       Wâpiska—white 

	1s iwâpiskâk	                        it is white

	2p iwâpiskâkwâw               they are white

	3s iwâpiskâyik                     his/her ______is white

	3p iwâpiskâyiki                   their _______ are white












Presentation II verbs (Intransitive Inanimate verbs)
Basic II pattern
1. 1s iwâpiskâk niskotâkay      my jacket is white
2.2s iwâpiskâk kimaskisin       your  shoe are white
3.3s iwâpiskayik oskotâkay    his or her jacket is white
4. 3p iwâpiskayikwâw             their shoes are white

	                Independent Mode
	       Conjunct mode

	1s wâpiskâw-------
	ikanâtahk

	3p kanâtanwa   they are clean -----
	ikanâtahkwâw

	3s kanâtaniyiw    his/her is------ clean
	ikanâtaniyîk

	3’ kanâtaniywa  4thpersons is----- clean
	ikanâtaniyîkwâw



Examples:
Intransitive Inanimate (II)
Wâpiskâw maskisin   the shoe is white
Wâpiskâwa maskisina the shoes are white
Wâpiskâyiw John omaskisin John’s shoe is white
Wâpiskâyiwa Karen omaskisina Karen’s shoes are white


     Transitive Verbs                                                 INPUT
Relevance

In Cree we have action words called Transitive verbs. 
These action words are more abstract.
Transitive refers to verbs or action words that need an object to complete the meaning and sentence.
These verbs cannot stand alone, since the action is being carried from a person to an object.
Transitive Animate and Transitive inanimate verbs go hand in hand. 
They are the same verbs, with the same meaning, but a very important difference is that one is animate and the other inanimate.
Transitive animate verbs need an animate object.
Transitive inanimate verbs need an inanimate object
Presentation
Transitive animate verbs most likely end in a consonant.
Transitive animate (TA)	
	[bookmark: _Hlk169335192]Transitive Animate verbs
TA verb
	Transitive Inanimate verbs
TI verb

	ahi - to put/place it
	astâ to put/place it 

	mow - to see it
	mîci – to eat it

	wâpam- to see it
	wâpahta – to see it

	ayâw- to have
	ayâ to have it


TA with object
	Transitive Animate verbs
TA
	Object/subject
TA object/subject

	ahi- to put
	minôs

	mow -eat
	kinosîw

	wâpam-see
	iskwîw

	ayâw- have
	pahkwesîkan








TA in sentence
1. ahi (put it) ahi minôs tîhtapiwinihk (put the cat on the chair)
TA verb with animate object.

2. mow(eat): mow kinosîw (eat it the fish) 
TA verb with animate object

3. wâpam (see): niwâpamâw  iskwîw ( I see it the lady
TA verb with animate object

4. ayâw (have): ayâw  awa pahkwîsikan (have it this  bread)   
TA verb with animate object	


	Person
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	1s
	ni
	mow
	âw
	I eat/ate

	2s
	ki
	mow
	âw
	You ate

	3s
	
	mow
	îw
	He/she ate

	3p
	
	mow
	îwak
	They ate

	1p
	ni
	mow
	ânân
	We ate

	21
	ki
	mow
	ânâw
	You and I ate

	2p
	ki
	mow
	âwâw
	You all ate

	3’
	
	mow
	îyiwa
	John’s son ate




[bookmark: _Hlk169050851]TA Verb: mow: eat (animate food)
                         Independent form

Combined to form sentences
1s nimowâw pahkwîsikan   
2s kimowâw pahkwîsikan
3s mowîw pahkwîsikana
[bookmark: _Hlk169050524]3p mowîwak pahkwîsikana
1p nimowânân pahkwîsikan
21 kimowânaw pahkwîsikan
2p kimowâwâw  pahkwîsikan
3' mowiyiwa pahkwîsikana
TI Transitive Inanimate
T I Transitive inanimate verbs mostly end in a vowel.
Transitive inanimate (TI)
	Transitive Inanimate
TI
	Object/subject
Inanimate food item

	astâ -to put
	Inanimate object

	mîci -eat
	Inanimate object

	wâpahta -see/look
	Inanimate object

	ayâ- have
	Inanimate object



1. astâ masinahikan tîhtapiwinihk(put the book on the chair)
2. mîci (eat): mîci wiyâs (eat it the meat) 
TI verb with inanimate object
3. wâpahta (see): wâpahta tîhtapiwin (see/look at it the chair) 
 TI verb with inanimate object
4. ayâ (have): ayâ astotin (have it the hat)  
     TI verb mîci   independent form
	Person 
	Prefix
	Verb
	Suffix        
	Translation

	1s
	ni
	mîci
	n
	I eat…inanimate food

	2s
	ki
	mîci
	n
	You eat inanimate food

	3s
	
	mîci
	w
	He/she eat inanimate food

	3p
	
	mîci
	wak
	They ate inanimate food 

	1p
	ni
	mîci
	nân
	We ate inanimate food

	21
	ki
	mîci
	nâw
	You and I ate inanimate food

	2p
	ki
	mîci
	nâwâw
	You all ate inanimate food

	3’
	
	mîci
	yiwa
	John’s son ate inanimate food




TI mîci in sentence with object
 1s nimîcin môsowiyâs anohc. I ate moosemeat today.
2s. kimîcin cî môsowiyâs anohc Did you eat moose meat today?
3s. mîciw cî jane môsowiyâs anohc. Did jane eat moose meat today?
3p. mîciwak cî môsowiyâs awâsisak Did the kids eat moose meat?
1p. nimîcinân môsowiyâs anohc    We ate Moose meat today?
21. kimîcinânaw môsowiyâs anohc you and I (we inclusive) ate moose meat today.
2p kimîcinâwâw môsowiyâs anohc Did you guys eat moose meat today?
3’ mîciywa colin ôsisima môsowiyâs   Colin’s grandson eats moose meat

                  TI Verb: mîci: eat (inanimate food) must have object
                                     Conjunct Form
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	i
	mîci
	yân
	I am eating a _____

	i
	mîci
	yan
	You’re eating a _____

	i
	mîci
	t
	He/she is eating a ____

	i
	mîci
	twâw
	They are eating a ____

	i
	mîci
	yâhk
	We are eating a _____

	i
	mîci
	yahk
	You and I are eating a __

	i
	mîci
	yîk
	You all are eating a____

	i
	mîci
	yit
	John’s son is eating a __




TI and TA verbs must have an object to make a complete sentence
Sample sentences with mîci as the verb
1. inohtemîciyân askipwawa I want to eat potatoes.

2. imîciyan cî môsowiyâs are you eating moose meat?


3. nâpîsis imîcit wâwa  The boy is eating eggs

4. imîcitwâw mîcimâpoy anohc They are eating soup today.


5. Iwîmîciyâhk kôkosowiyin mwîstas we will be eating bacon later

6. mâmaskâc imîciyahk sîsîp wâwa surprisingly, we are eating duck eggs


7. imîciyîk kahkiyaw wiyâs  all you guys been eating all the meat

8. Randy okosisa, wîcîwâkanisia omâmâyiwa imîcîyit kahkiyaw kôhkosiwiyâs. Randy’s son’ friends’ mom is eating all the ham
Short a final will change to a long î when conjugated 
3s,3p and 3’ will have an m as a suffix 
TI verb wâpahta to see Indepenedent form
	Person
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	1s
	ni
	wâpahtî
	n
	I see it

	2s
	ki
	wâpahtî
	n
	You see it

	3s
	
	wâpahta
	m
	He/she sees it

	3p
	
	wâpahtam
	wak
	They see it

	1p
	ni
	wâpahtî
	ânân
	We (inclusive)see it

	21
	ki
	wâpahtî
	nâw
	You and I see it

	2p
	ki
	wâpahtîn
	âwâw
	You all see it

	3’
	
	wâpahtam
	îyiwa
	John’s son sees it














TI verb wâpahta to see inanimate when conjugated the verb does not change 
The suffix will be different then the basic format
TI verb wâpahta to see conjunct mode
	Person
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	1s
	i
	wâpahta
	mân
	I see it

	2s
	i
	wâpahta
	man
	You see it

	3s
	i
	wâpahta
	ahk
	He/she sees it

	3p
	i
	wâpahta
	ahkwâw
	They see it

	1p
	i
	wâpahta
	mâhk
	We (inclusive)see it

	21
	i
	wâpahta
	mahk
	You and I see it

	2p
	i
	wâpahtâ
	mîk
	You all see it

	3’
	i
	wâpahtam
	îyit
	John’s son sees it







       


Example sentences                                           
1s iwâpahtamân imiywâsik miskotâkay I see a nice jacket.
2s iwâpahtaman cî maskisin wayawîtimihk Did you see a shoe outside?
3s iskwîsis iwâpahtahk astotin tîhtapiwinihk The girl sees a hat on a chair.
3p nâpîsisak kîkway iwâpahtahkwâw sakâhk The boys saw something in the          bush.
1p iwâpahtamâhk maskisina wayawîtimihk My friend and I saw shoes outside
21 iwâpahtamahk atawîwikamikos cîki ôta We saw a small store nearby here.
2p iwâpahtamîk cî kîkaw iwâsitîk Did you guys see something shining?
3’ Susan okosisa wîciwâkanisa iwâpahtamiyit kîkway kîsikohk. Susan’ sons’ friend saw something in the sky.



Guided Practice
Match the Transitive animate (TA) verb with the Transitive Inanimate (TI) verb.

      TA                                                                                     TI
1. Ayâw                                                                 a. wâpahta
2. Mow                                                                  b. pawâta
3. Wâpam                                                              c. ayâ
4. Tahkon                                                               d. mîci
5. Pawâs                                                                 tahkona
Structured Practice

                                                                     OUTPUT

Worksheet
Circle all the words that display an Intransitive animate verb.

1. Man kicking
2. Clothes
3. Doll
4. Child running
5. Child sitting
6. Lady looking
7. Man walking



                                                                 INTAKE
Unstructured Practice

Game: Simon says in Cree, with a variation. Instead of being out of game when I don’t say Simon itwîw, you’ll be out if you do the action of a verb that is not intransitive animate.
                                                        OUTPUT

Assignment
Make a list of 5 AI and 5 II verb sets with an object, translate the statement into English.
Ex. Api…John…. John api! John sit down.
[bookmark: _Hlk168907011]1.Verb- subject-translate sentence

     2.____________________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________________

4.____________________________________________________________

5._____________________________________________________________



Verb Conjugation                                 INPUT
Relevance

Now that we have the differences between TA, TI, AI, and II verbs we can begin to apply these verbs to different people doing various things. These action words, especially AI, TI and TA can be directed at one or more people.
 Intransitive Animate Imperative
	
Imperative forms 2s 2p 2I

Imperative forms are to give a command to a person by attaching a suffix to any AI verb.
2s (you)    
 2p all of you 
2I (everyone self-included)

	2s AI verb to tell one person to do the action of the verb.
atoskî-Work!
Directly No suffix
	2p AI verb to tell everyone to do the action of the verb not including speaker.
atoskîk! -all of you work! add “k” suffix
	21 AI verb to say all of us to do action of the verb including speaker.
atoskîtân! add “tân” suffix




          1s                                            2s                                               2p
mîtawî play!    2. mîtawîk   all of you play!        3. mîtawîtân!  Let’s play
mîciso eat!       2.mîcisok!   all of you eat!          3. mîcisotân!   Let’s eat
atoskî work!   2. atoskîk     all of you work!     3.atoskîtân     let’s work   nipa sleep!       2.nipâk      all of you sleep!        3. nipâtân let’s sleep
api (sit down):  John api (sit down John!) AI verb with animate subject.
nipâ (sleep):    John nipâ (john sleep!) AI verb with animate subject
mîciso (eat):    John mîciso (John eat!) AI verb with animate subject
Presentation     
                        INPUT
Subjunctive mode: (If/When this happens, a consequence happens)

There are other forms of verbs as well; the Subjunctive mode is in relation to a consequential statement because an action happened.
 For example: wâwiyak wâhiyaw pimohteyâni: nikanîstosin If/when I walk too far, I will get tired. 
mistahi mîcisoyâni, nika kisiwâskatân:  If/when I eat too much I get a stomach ache

This verb is also conjugated with no prefix just a suffix for conjunct mode, but there is a prefix and suffix for the independent mode to make a paradigm table.

Presentation                              INPUT
Subjunctive: If/When this is done, a consequence happens 
A verb that doesn’t specify who is doing the action but rather that the action has been happening 
	                          Independent mode
	        Conjunct mode



	Person 
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	t
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	1s
	ni
	mîtawî
	âw
	
	
	mîtawî
	yâni
	If/when I play…

	2s
	ki
	mîtawî
	âw
	
	
	mîtawî
	yani
	If/when you play…

	3s
	
	mîtawî
	îw
	
	
	mîtawî
	ci
	If/when he/she plays…

	3p
	
	mîtawî
	îwak
	
	
	mîtawî
	twâwi
	If/when they play

	1p
	ni
	mîtawî
	ânân
	
	
	mîtawî
	yâhki
	If/when they play

	21
	ki
	mîtawî
	ânâw
	
	
	mîtawî
	yahki
	If/when we play

	2p
	ki
	mîtawî
	âwâw
	
	
	mîtawî
	yîki
	If/when you guys play

	3’
	
	mîtawî
	îyiwa
	
	
	mîtawî
	yîci
	john’s grandson plays




Indefinite actor 
Unidentified actor/actors and could continue indefinitely.
Example: mîcisonâniwiw, nîmihitonâniwiw
Using the paradigms as individual sentences, or in context.	
Indefinite actor: verb 

	   Independent mode
	        Conjunct mode



	verb
	suffix
	
	prefix
	verb
	suffix
	translation

	nipâ
	niwiw
	
	 inâ
	nipâ
	hk
	sleeping

	mîciso
	nâniwiw
	
	 imâ
	mîciso
	hk
	eating

	acimo
	nâniwiw
	
	 ihâ
	acimo
	hk
	storytelling

	nikamo
	nâniwiw
	
	 inâ
	nikamo
	hk
	singing

	api
	nâniwiw
	
	 i
	api
	hk
	Staying home



There is an added nâ if the verb ends î, ô.



Reduplicative Form
Reduplicative form: is a prefix added onto the front of an imperative AI verb that states an unspecified timeframe, something has been happening for some time or is currently happening but no definite beginning or end.
To state this using the reduplicative form you would add the same consonant that you are duplicating and add an â before the actual verb, if the verb begins with a vowel simply use âh
 kimowan- it is raining Reduplicative form – kâkimowan – it’s been raining.
	yôtin its windy
	yâyôtin it’s been windy

	atoske   work
	âhatoske   keep working


Tenses
 There are several forms of tenses in Cree aside from past, present, and future. We also have an immediate future, a delayed future. 
The tenses are added between the prefix and verb in conjugated form.
	verb
	past
	future
	Immediate future
	Delayed future

	1s 
nimîcison
  I eat
	kî
nikîmîcison
I ate
	wî
niwîmîcison
I will eat
	ka
nikamîcison
I will eat..in a bit
	-ki at the end
mîcisohki
When everyone is eating

	 1s ninipân
 I sleep
	nikînipân
I slept
	niwînipân
I will sleep
	nikanipân
I will sleep…in a bit
	nipâhki
When everyone is sleeping



Sentences in context
[bookmark: _Hlk168915718]Verb mîciso
Past: âsay nikîmîcison anohc I already ate today
Future: niwîmîcison  I will eat.
Immediate Future: nika mîcison kîpa I will eat soon.
Delayed Future: nikamîcison otâkosiki I will eat this evening.

Verb nipâ
Past:  nikî nipân I slept.
Future: niwî nipân. I am going to sleep.
Immediate Future: nika nipân takosiniyâni I will sleep when I get home.
Delayed Future: nikanipân pônâpihtâkîsikâki I will sleep this afternoon.

Preverbal Particles 
Preverbal particles are like adjectives in English. They are particles or prefixes before a verb, therefore called preverbal particles for Cree. These preverbal particles cannot function alone, they must be added onto a verb. Some examples of common preverbal particles include but not limited to the following:
mayi-not good – mayikîsikâw weather is bad today.
miyo-good – weather is good today.
pôn-to stop - 
pî-come and – pîkiyokî come and visit.
nohtî-to want – ni nohtînipân I want to sleep.
ikota- there - ikota astîw masinahikan tîhtapiwinihk the book is there on the chair
nitawi – go and... nitawi nâta nipiy Go and get water.
mahtîsa – please/politely asking can you/excuse me/move – mahtîsa pîyitisinamawin nimaskisina. Please pass me my shoes.
Negation and Question Marker
We have a question marker in Cree it is cî, this is said at the end of a question; usually when asking a yes or no question.
Example questions
1.kinîhiyawân cî -do you speak Cree?
2.kinohtîkatân cî -are you hungry?
3. kinîstosin cî – are you tired?
Negation
We also have negation words that mean not, didn’t, haven’t or don’t…these are also preverbal where they precede a verb. These include words like kâya, Kây, namoya, namwâc, ikâ, and others.
Example in context.
namoya  - no
kâya mîciso- don’t eat
kaya mâto – don’t cry
namoya nimîcison I didn’t eat
namwâc niwâpamâw- I haven’t seen him/her..
Ikâ pîhtawak – I didn’t hear him/her…
Simple Sentence Structure     Input

       Presentation

Sentence structure in Cree can be as basic as two words together - a subject and a verb. on the other hand, sentence structure in Cree is different from English, in that, the order in which the subject and verb can be interchangeable. It can be
 (subject-verb) 
(verb-subject)
 (subject-verb-noun)
 (verb - subject – noun)
 (noun - subject –verb)
  (subject – noun-verb),
 (verb-noun-subject)
 (noun-verb-subject). 
The beauty of our Language is that it’s so descriptive that the order of words makes no real difference to make a complete sentence. 
Examples: 
Subject-verb: Bruce nikamow – Bruce is singing
Verb- subject: nikamow Bruce -Bruce is singing


  Simple Sentence Structure variation with a noun and locative form.

  Subject: Rose /Verb: api-sit /noun: tîhtapiwin-chair/locative form “ihk”-on the, in the, at the 
Subject-verb-noun: Rose apiw tîhtapiwinihk- Rose is sitting on a chair.

Verb -subject-noun:  apiw Rose tîhtapiwinihk – Rose is sitting on a chair.

Noun-subject-verb: tîhtapiwinihk Rose apiw – Rose is sitting on a chair.

Subject - noun -verb: Rose tîhtapiwinihk apiw - Rose is sitting on a chair.

Verb-noun-subject:  apiw tîhtapiwinihk Rose – Rose is sitting on a chair.

Noun-verb-subject: tîhtapiwinihk apiw Rose – Rose is sitting on a chair.

Simple sentence with subject-preverbal particle-verb

Subject: Sandi/preverbal particle: mâci –to start/verb: 3s piminawasow– to cook
Example: Sandi mâcipiminawasow - Sandi started cooking.

Simple sentence with subject-tense-preverbal particle – verb

Subject: Sandi/future tense: iwî- preverbal particle: Maci – to start/verb: 3s to cook.
Example: Sandi iwî mâcipiminawasow – Sandi will start cooking.
Basic sentence with subject- tense - preverbal particle-verb-noun-diminutive form – locative form.

Subject: awâsis – a child/ tense: ikî – past/mâci – start/verb: mâtow – 3s cry/cîhcapiwinis – little chair/diminutive form t to c and add is/ locative form: hk suffix: ihk –in, on

Example: awâsis ikîmâci mâtow cîhcapiwinisihk. 
A child started to cry in the little chair.

Sentence structure: Putting it all together.

Here are some sentences with sentence structure variation, using most of the vocabulary given in the content. Look at the order of the different parts of the sentences.

Sample sentences:

1. iwâpahtîn maskisin tîhtapiwinihk.
 I see a shoe on the chair
2. niwâpahtîn iwâpiskâk maskisin tîhtapiwinihk  
I see a white shoe on the chair
3. niwâpamâw iskwîsis inipât 
I see a little girl sleeping
4. niwâpamâw acimosis apit  
see a puppy sitting
5. niwâpamâw nâpîsis imâcimîcisot 
I see the boy starting to eat

6. nitastoskân anohc 
I worked today
7. kimîtawân cî tipiskohk  
Did you play last night
8. knohte mîcison cî  
Do you want to eat
9. kâya mâcipîhtwâ  
Don’t start smoking
10. kaya ikosi itôta 
Don’t do that!

This is only the tip of the tîpî , our Language is so rich and so beautiful that it is impossible to cover everything. It is only the beginning and I tried to cover some major grammar and structure areas. As a fluent Cree speaker, you have and know it all…. Kinanâskomitinâwâw kahkiyaw

Kinanâskomitinâwâw kahkiyaw inohtî nîhiyawasinahikîyik kîstawâw, ikosipoko kâwîsi kanawîhtamahk kinîhiyawîwininaw. mihcît âsay ikâ inîhiyawîtwâw kitayisîniminawak wâwîs oskâyak ikwa awâsisak. namoya tanisitohtamwak tânisi kihcinâ ôma itwîmakahk kâ nîhiyawîhk.
	
































2

image1.jpeg
L"'PV"Aba- / cahkipehikana

Plains Cree Syllabics

Ao Do | <o

uln Ao S5|c ¢
alp | f|d | d|b b
ale flaldfLli
T AR PEFEINEN

= VIA|A|> B|a/d

W [Ve|Ae

PIVIAIA|>|>]|< <

t
k
C
S

Vi alpdleld]|y b

T« [ r3 [kwea] n

IR





